
 Wise Up 
Autumn 2022 

It has been wonderful to return to the full Christmas experience in 
school. Primary aged classes have created a Christmas film on the 
theme of Traditional Tales, shared with families at the Odeon cinema! 
Secondary aged pupils and GC students did a spectacular live 
production of ‘The Lion King’. The Foundation Family Group and 1st 
Family Group enjoyed a Christmas Jumper themed sing-along with 
their families. 



 

 A Message from the Heads
Reflecting back on the Summer term, and the Autumn 
term that has followed, it is always good to be able to 
think of all the positives that the school and its community 
have experienced. Whether it is the continued rebuilding 
of routines and the return of residential trips, as we 
mentioned in the last Wise Up, or the re-establishment of 
the broader structure of the school day and the 
Christmas productions that we have seen this term.

There have been lots of things that the staff and pupils should be collectively proud 
of.

However, this period has not been without its difficulties. Despite the reduced 
impact of Covid-19, we are still seeing high levels of illness within the school 
community. We are also aware of significant financial challenges being experienced 
by both families and staff. And factors influencing recruitment are making it harder 
for us to staff the school with the right number of skilled people.

Many of the things that we used to take somewhat for granted, such as sufficient 
funding for the school, salaries for staff that were comparable to what they could 
earn in other jobs, support services to signpost families to and a sense of stability 
and predictability to the school year, are now less certain.

As we mentioned in our return to school letter in September, our costs as a school 
are increasing significantly and yet our funding is not. This is still the case, but we 
have been working hard to raise awareness of this issue, one that is affecting schools 
all over the country, but particularly schools like Frank Wise. Whilst we are starting 
to build a broader awareness of the financial situation that we face, there may be 
more to do that would benefit from a wider response from the school community. 
It may be that we get to a point where we need our families to be raising their 
concerns as well, so that the collective voice of concern is a strong and unified one.

So, whilst things are not a bed of roses currently, we are committed to finding a way 
through the challenges in partnership. As we head into the Christmas break, let’s 
find time to celebrate the things that are important, such as family, friends and 
community, in the hope that things will turn out to be better than expected, but in 
the knowledge that if they do not, we will stand together in the best of interests of 
the children.



In the Foundation Family Group, we have been enjoying Michael Rosen’s, ‘We’re 
Going on a Bear Hunt!’ We have learned to explore and describe lots of different 
tactile experiences along the way, some we love, and some we don’t love quite so 
much! We’re pretty brave though!!





1FG  
This term, in Science, we have been 

exploring the wildlife garden in 
search of bugs!

Who does 
this

belong to?

the incy, 
wincy spider 

We searched 
under 
rocks   

 and logs



Our Caterpillars
They arrived as caterpillars. We watched 
them grow and change into butterflies.

1. 2.

3. 4.

They arrived so tiny! They ate lots. They grew 
bigger and bigger.

They spun into cocoons 
and hung upside down.

They emerged as 
beautiful butterflies.











 

4FG have been learning 
about The Stone Age. The 
Stone Age was a very long 

time ago.  
It is called The Stone Age 

because people made their 
tools out of stone.

There were no shops in the 
Stone Age! Stone Age people 
were hunter-gatherers. This 
means that they hunted for 

animals and gathered food to 
eat such as fruit, leaves and 

seeds. 

Towards the end of The Stone 
Age, people began farming 
animals and crops. We went 
to Broughton Grounds Farm 

to find out what different 
animals can produce such as 

milk, eggs and meat.

4FG - The Stone Age



In The Stone Age, there 
were no tractors or diggers! 

Stone Age people had to 
move the heavy stones to 
build monuments like The 

Rollright Stones. It was hard 
work! They used wooden 
rollers to make it easier.

We used Stone Age methods to make our own 4FG 
Stone Circle. Look how still we are!

We visited The Rollright Stones. The 
Rollright Stones are a Stone Age 

Monument.  
We saw a stone circle called ‘The 

Kingsmen’ and a standing stone called 
‘The King Stone’. 

The Rollright Stones



 





 



 



 













In	History,	10FG	learnt	all	about	the	Ancient	Maya	
people	of	central	America.	As	part	of	the	work	,	we	
shared	a	Maya	feast	including	corn,	tacos,	fruit	and	
chocolate.



10FG	-	Art		
10FG	have	been	learning	about	
the	crazy	world	of	Surrealist	art.		

Can	you	spot	what	might	be	
wrong	about	these	photos?
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Contact us: 
Tel:	 	 01295 263520 

Fax:	 	 01295 273141 

Email:	 office@frankwise.oxon.sch.uk 

Website:	 www.frankwise.oxon.sch.uk 

04.01.23 - School Closed (INSET day) 

05.01.23 - Back to School 

09.02.23 - GC Coffee Morning

10.02.23 - End of Term

20.02.23 - Back to School 

31.02.23 - End of Term

Spring Term:

mailto:office@frankwise.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.frankwise.oxon.sch.uk

