
 Wise Up 
Autumn 2024

We did a Festive Fun-Run, aiming to run a combined effort of 25 
miles (the distance between FWS and Helen and Douglas House) 
in order to raise money for this great local cause. 

We were delighted to see such as a positive response from the 
whole school, managing a whopping 75 miles and raising upwards 
of £445! It was a fab day despite the dreary weather - the pupils 
did incredibly well.

You can still donate, following the link here :
https://helenanddouglas.enthuse.com/pf/frank-wise-school

https://helenanddouglas.enthuse.com/pf/frank-wise-school


 

 A Message from the Heads

Well, it has been quite the term. The level of weather 
related disruption we have experienced has been 
unprecedented in our time as Joint Headteachers, with 
the combination of flooding, snow and then the 
significant damage done by Storm Darragh.

Whilst this impacts significantly on the delivery of education, we are very 
aware that for you as families, the disruption can be something far more 
significant in terms of the support your children may require and the upset it 
can create.

Whilst we never take the decision to close the school lightly, and only do so 
when it is not safe to be on site or to get to the site, we are very sorry for the 
distress that it may have caused you and your children. 

Hopefully, this will be the end of a difficult period of time and we won’t be 
impacted so seriously in the future, but it is concerning that these significant 
weather events appear to be becoming more frequent.

On a more positive note, it was lovely to read the recent OfSTED report on 
the effectiveness of the school. It really captured many of the things that are 
important to us as a school, such as our weekly inclusion with mainstream 
schools, our enterprise work, as well as the quality of education we offer and 
the experience that children have of being in the school. Whilst inspections are 
never relaxing experiences, we did feel that the team were expert in our area 
of education and the process, whilst rigorous, was also humane. 

We were delighted to be described as “a happy place where pupils thrive”, 
where “pupils achieve well across all curriculum areas because there are no 
limits on what they can achieve”, and where pupils’ “self-esteem and sense of 
worth grows” as they progress through the school. It was wonderful to hear 
this reflected in the views from our pupils and students, and from the feedback 
families provided during the survey.  

Hopefully, as we enter the festive period, events as notable as those we have 
experienced recently will cease to disrupt us and everyone can return to 
school recharged and ready for a less dramatic Spring Term.



 



 



 



 



Around the World with 2FG

This term in our Geography lessons, 2FG have been learning all about different 
countries. We have been doing pretend journeys on a plane and travelling to a different 
country each couple of weeks. We have enjoyed trying a variety of different activities, 

including trying some tasty food from that country!  



2FG have been working on using the Pragmatic Organisation Dynamic Display 
(PODD) communication book to share whether they like an activity or food by using 
the ‘I like this’ or ‘I don’t like this’ symbol. They have also focused on communicating 

whether they would like ‘more’ of an activity or have ‘finished’. Great job 2FG!



 



 



4FG Trip to  
Holdenby House

This term, in History the 4th Family Group have been learning all about World 
War II. The pupils have learnt about Washing, Air Raid Shelters, Gas Masks, 

Evacuation, Rationing and VE day. The topic was finished with a trip to 
Holdenby House, which the pupils thoroughly enjoyed. The pupils got to 

explore the equipment used by soldiers during the war, sit in an Anderson 
Shelter, experience a mend and make do session where they learnt to make 

rag rugs, pom poms and many other tasks from the war. We learnt more about 
gas masks and were shown 3 different types, which the pupils enjoyed. The 

pupils also participated in a cooking session where they helped make an apple 
pie. It was a fabulous day out, with the pupils demonstrating all of their 

learning by asking and answering questions.  



 



 



 



 

1940
s-19

80s

6FG Daily Express

This term pupils in the 6th Family Group have been exploring British 
culture over the decades starting from the 1940s. Pupils have explored 

music, food, technology, fashion and the iconic people from each decade.  

We have all really enjoyed smelling and 
tasting different foods across the decades 

including SPAM, cheese and pineapple, 
evaporated milk and prawn cocktail! 



 
6FG Daily Express

1 9 4 0 - 1 9 8 0

We have been looking at photos of pupils and staff 
from ‘before’ and ‘now’ Can you guess who is who?

Another fun part of the lesson has been 
trying on clothes from the various decades, 

don’t we all look great!



 





 



 



 



 



10FG Community Resources 

In 10FG we are learning 
about the resources 

available to us within our 
local community. We have 
been learning to identify 

activities we’d like to do and 
then use the internet to help 

us to plan a visit.

We can relax and read a book 
at the library. We can borrow 

books too such as a history or 
cookery book, or a book to 

enjoy reading!

We can buy food from the 
supermarket. We go shopping to 

get ingredients for our recipes 
from our Cookery lessons in 

PSHE.

We can go 
ten pin 
bowling 
with our 
friends!



We can use 
the exercise 
equipment in 

People’s 
Park.

We can play 
football, 

basketball 
and tennis on 
the courts at 
People’s Park 

too!

We can learn 
at the 

museum, or 
get a drink or 

treat at a 
cafe.



EXPERIENCE OF THE 
WORKPLACE VISIT TOGC

Some of the students in the GC had the opportunity to visit Keter in Banbury 
as part of their ongoing development of work related skills. They had a great 
time learning the different job roles within the company and having a go at 
some of them.

Obviously testing out the 
products was just as important 

as the work!



Our annual sale at Lock 29 
was a huge success. All of the 
students had the opportunity to 
greet and serve customers across 

On Friday 13th December, the GC 
held a festive ‘Pop Up’ to raise 
money for the charity Mind. They 
sold freshly made baguettes and 
cards created by the students to 
the staff at Frank Wise School.

GC Christmas Coffee 
Morning Thursday 19th 
December
9.45am - 11.45am
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Contact us: 
Tel:	 	 01295 263520 

Fax:	 	 01295 273141 

Email:	 office@frankwise.oxon.sch.uk 

Website:	 www.frankwise.oxon.sch.uk 

06.01.25 - School Closed (INSET day) 

07.01.25 - Back to School 

14.02.25 - End of Term

24.02.25 - Back to School 

04.04.25 - End of Term

Summer Term:

mailto:office@frankwise.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.frankwise.oxon.sch.uk

