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Short Breaks Update

Part 1 - Upcoming Activities

éComing up...tennis, farm vehicles, Minecraft &

Pokemon social clubs, talent night, relaxed

museum openings, bricks, cinema, gaming,

music & more...
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Welcome

The Form Fighters

OxFSN Drop In Advice sessions
Meet & Create for Teens
Games Nights for adults

OxFSN Events

Witney Vikings SEND Football
Thomley Adult Cooking Club
SEND inclusive Tennis

AND Oxfordshire Youth Groups
Natural History Relaxed Opening
Social Minecraft Club

OPA Play & Activity Days 2026
Millets Big Farm Vehicles Weekend
We Game in Carterton

Open Farm Sunday

Flexicare Garden Opening
Relaxed cinema screenings
Walk & Talk

Meet OCCs Adult LD Team
Soundabout Information Session
Family SEN session

Lego Brick Based Club
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RAF Brize/Carterton Play Day
Thomley BBQ & Play Day

Yellow Submarine’s Got Talent
Style Acre 18+ POP Meetups

Sibs - adult siblings of autistic
people support group

Didcot/Vauxhall Barracks Play Day
Pokemon Club

Miniature Railway

The Music Club

Swings & Smiles

SENDIASS training

Wheatley & Holton Play Day
Parallel Windsor

Have a Go Festival

South Abingdon Play Day

Oxford Brick Festival

Accessival at Thomley

History of Science Relaxed Opening
More Play & Activity Days!!

Learn to Ride a Bike

Henley Regatta for Disabled
OxFSN event

Contact details:- Pauline MacKinnon - 07554 330244
Email - shortbreaksfordisabledchildren@oxfordshire.gov.uk

** If you’d like to receive these newsletters, please email us! **
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Eynsham

Art and friendship for teenagers every Tuesday at The Nook in Eynsham

Celebrating the summer with a very special offer! Try your first one for free and then join for the
rest of the term for only £10 a session. Very small group, lots of summer art projects to choose
from, kindness and fun guaranteed! No pressure, no judgement just an evening of creativity &

friendship. Neurodivergent friendly.

For more info, contact - ali.thenook@gmail.com
https://www.thenookoxfordshire.com/

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with
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=+ For adults **

For neurodiverse adults - come along and join us, all welcome!
Iffley - 1st Wed each month & Yarnton - 3rd Thurs each month.

https://www.facebook.com/Neurodiuniverse

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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The event is free but you do need to book your place which can be done by scanning the QR
code on the poster or through Eventbrite:-
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/.../roles-responsibilities...

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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To book, please go to our Eventbrite page:-
https://lwww.eventbrite.co.uk/o/oxfordshire-family-support-network-

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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A collaboration with Springfield School and Oxfordshire FA. If sufficient take-up, will run for
4-6 weeks before a summer break. Hopefully restart in September for new season. For more
info, please contact Steve on bott6@hotmail.com or phone 07597 738367.

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Next dates - Tuesdays 7th June & 9th July

To book, please visit our website:-
https://thomley.org.uk/events/adult-cooking-club-11/

If you’d like to know more about the sessions, please email us:-
bookings@thomley.org.uk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Free SEND Tennis sessions

Excel Tennis Academy

Venue - Windrush Leisure Centre | Witan Way, Witney, Witney

Click here to book - Viore info & booking

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Started again on Friday 1st May 4.30pm-5.30pm at
North Oxford Tennis Club, OX2 8EQ (near Cuttleslowe Park).

https://www.tenproject.org.uk/book

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Wolvercote Young People’s Centre, St Peter's Rd, Oxford, OX2 S8AU.
Please email direct for more information:-

info@and-oxfordshire.co.uk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Tickets are FREE but due to limited numbers, you must book before visiting:-
Relaxed Morning Opening | Oxford University Museum of Natural History

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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To book -
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/social-minecraft-club-for-kids-tickets-1985990410780

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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For more information, please email OPA on - martin.qgillett@oxonplay.org.uk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Millets Farm - Big Farm Vehicles Weekend supporting SSNAP

Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th June, 10am-4pm

Looking for a brilliant family day out and a way to give back? This is the one!

Join us at Millets Farm for a fantastic Big Farm Vehicles Weekend packed with fun, laughter, and plenty
of BIG machines for little (and big!) fans. Here's your sneak peek at just some of the vehicles joining us.

This event is raising money for SSNAP, a charity based in Oxford who support sick newborns, their
parents and those that care for them; by providing emotional, medical, financial and informational
support. Suggested entry donation of £2 per person. We'll also have stallholders for you to browse,
Millets BBQ and refreshments available to purchase, hay bale mountain...plus a face painter,
fairground rides, barrel train and quiz trail to complete!

Last year raised an amazing £9,737... let’s beat it this year!

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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We Game! APCAM fully inclusive gaming...SEN/Autism
friendly sessions

Young people, parents, friends, aunties, uncles - everyone is welcome! We meet on
the first Sunday each month from 3pm - 5pm at Carterton Family Centre, The
Allandale, Burford Road, Carterton, OX18 3AA. [Under 11s must be accompanied
by an adult. Parental details and contacts will be required for all under 16s.]

Also occasionally run at The Corn Exchange in Witney, please contact
us for details:-

wegame@apcamgroup.org.uk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Entrance - £7
Includes access to 5 gardens

under the National Garden Scheme

Visit this beautiful organic garden, wildlife pond and bee habitat. Teas, cake and sale
of plants. Donations welcome to Flexicare, a charity providing a free,
specialist sitting service for families with a severely disabled child across
Oxfordshire. Disabled access (with car).

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Autism friendly/relaxed cinema screenings

Films suitable for all audiences are screened in a sensory friendly and inclusive environment with
adjustments. These autism friendly adjustments aim to reduce over-stimulation & create a welcoming
environment. They are designed to make the cinema more inclusive and accessible for people with sen-
sory sensitivities, and others who can benefit from this environment.

+ Cineworld are showing Star Wars: The Mandalorian and Grogu on Sunday 7th June at 11.00am in
Didcot, High Wycombe, Milton Keynes, Swindon & Witney.

* The Light, Banbury are showing a relaxed screening of K-Pop Demon Hunters - A Sing Along event at
10am on Sunday 14th June; Toy Story 5 showing from Fri 19th June - go to their website for dates &
times to buy tickets. For more info - Relaxed Screenings - Banbury - The Light.

+ Odeon haven’t released what their autism friendly screening is yet but it’s usually shown once a
month at Aylesbury & at Milton Keynes Stadium. Tickets are usually bookable 5 days in advance.
Need more info, call their helpline; 10am-5pm on 03330 151208.

* Showcase Reading are showing a sensory friendly screening of The Amazing Digital Circus: The Last
Act at 6.45pm on Sunday 7th June. Go to their website for info on other screenings:- https://
www.showcasecinemas.co.uk/sensory-friendly-screenings/

* Picturehouse - no listings yet for autism friendly screenings but you can contact them on:-
Picturehouse | Cinema Tickets | The Best Films And Events to find out more.

* Vue haven’t released what their autism friendly screening is yet but it’s usually shown on the last
Sunday of each month at 10.30am. Tickets are usually bookable 5 days in advance and shown at
Bicester, Oxford, Swindon & Reading.

Accessible Screenings UK website has details of screenings - Types of Screenings | UKCA
(accessiblescreeningsuk.co.uk) should you wish to find out more.

Have you got a CEA card yet? This card enables a disabled cinema
go-er (aged 8 yrs +) to receive a complimentary ticket for someone to go with
them to participating cinemas. Please go to their website for more info:-
https://www.ceacard.co.uk/

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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This is a space where you don’t have to explain yourself, keep up, or be
anything other than who you are. We walk at our own pace. You can chat
if you want to... or just walk quietly alongside others who get it.

No pressure. No expectations. Just being.

** WEe'll be running monthly sessions through to October Wk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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FREE but you must reserve a place - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/meet-the-
learning-disability-team-from-adult-social-care-tickets-1989672294393?

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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This June, there's another chance to join us for a
FREE Online Information Event..

Whether you're completely new to Soundabout, or have already connected with some of our
services or activities in the past - this is a chance to meet team members, ask your questions,
discover more about our different services and resources, and explore the positive impact
that our music making can have on the people you support.

This time around, we'll also be dedicating the second part of the session to answering any

guestions you may have about joining our Sounds Practice Training Programme ~ (find out
more about Sound Practice here: https://www.soundabout.org.uk/training/sound-practice/)

Soundabout - register for online information event - 11th June 26

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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To book, contact us via our website - sendsupportbanbury.co.uk
or Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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If there’s enough interest, we’d love to continue the journey and extend Brick Club
for a further 4 weeks.

To book, please reserve your spot via our website - https://
www.rainbowtreespathway.co.uk/workshops

If you need more information please email hello@rainbowtreespathway.co.uk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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For more information, please email OPA on - martin.qgillett@oxonplay.org.uk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Book your tickets and join us for a relaxed inclusive day:-

https://thomley.org.uk/events/fathers-day-stay-and-play/

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Come along to a joyous evening of unique entertainment from our members to help
raise money for Yellow Submarine. From dancing to stand-up comedy, come and celebrate
creativity, confidence, and talent in all its forms! We can’t wait to show
you what we can do!

Plus, there’s even more to enjoy...including D Raffle prizes; “ Refreshments (including

our famous Life-Changing Bakes!); #® An on-stage family disco afterparty!

Limited tickets available so don’t miss out and get yours now!
https://zurl.co/wulGb

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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For adults (18+)...

For more info or to book, please contact Anita Powell -
apowell@styleacre.org.uk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Being an adult sibling to an autistic person can bring a whole range of experiences, feelings
and complexity to your life that it can be hard for others to relate to. Connecting with others
who just ‘get’ what sibling life is like can help you to feel more confident and less isolated in

your sibling role.

Sign up for our support group sessions at www.sibs.org.uk/autismgroup

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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For more information, please email OPA on - martin.qgillett@oxonplay.org.uk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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For more info - heyfordpokemon@proton.me

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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For more info - www.music4disabledchildren.orq.uk or
contact Julie Hinton on 07946 648002

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Swings & Smiles, Thatcham

The following sessions are now open to Oxfordshire families but you do need to register
with Swings & Smilies first...

Nexus (The Waterside Centre) After School Club

Wednesdays for ages 14 -19; 3.30pm to 5.30pm; £20. 48 weeks of the year.

This group is aimed at young people who attend a special needs school or resource unit, that are able
to communicate their needs to the staff and use the toilet independently. The group aims to give young
people the opportunity to find common interests with like-minded peers, form friendships and have
fun together.

Family Play (0-19-year-olds + family members)

Tuesday 3pm — 5pm; Friday 3.30pm — 5.30pm; Saturday (alternate Saturdays) — 9.30am — 12.30pm;
Sunday 10am - 12pm and 1pm —3pm

Youth clubs

Mini Spec — Year 3 to Year 5 — Tuesdays 5.15pm to 6.45pm

Spectrum — Year 6 — Year 8 — Fridays 6pm — 7.30pm

Oasis — Year 9 + - Thursday 7.45pm —9.15pm

Oasis (The Waterside Centre) Year 9+ - Tuesdays - 6pm — 7.30pm

Youth club Year 9+ - Thursday 6pm — 7.30pm

Accessible Climbing Dates — for children aged 10+ (The Waterside Centre, Newbury, RG14 1DS)
15th Aug; 26th Sept; 17th Oct; 21st Nov & 19th Dec. Session - £10/child.

Reading Football Club — Outreach

We offer a sensory space at home games for Reading Football Club and aim to attend between 1 and 2
matches per month. Season runs Sept-end May each year.

Fundraising Events
We have several fun activities for fundraising. Check out our current planned events here:-

https://www.swingsandsmiles.co.uk/events

Swings & Smiles, A Place to Play, Lower Way, Thatcham, RG19 3RR
www.swingsandsmiles.co.uk; 01635 285170; office@swingsandsmiles.co.uk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire
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Online information sessions for parents & carers on
“Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA)”
will be held on:-

Tuesdays 23rd June & 14th July
12.00pm-1.30pm

“Applying for an EHCNa” - upcoming online information sessions covering
everything you need to know about applying for an Education, Health
and Care Needs assessment (EHCNa) will be held on:-

Wednesdays 24th June & 16th July
12.00pm - 1:30pm

Please email sendiass@oxfordshire.gov.uk to register!

These are FREE sessions but you do need to book.

Information and guidance, along with our form to access support can also be
found on the SENDIASS website: https://www.sendiass-oxfordshire.org.uk

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with
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To book tickets, go to - https://www.parallellifestyle.com/windsor2026
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The popular Oxford Brick Festival is back in July 2026 & tickets are available now!

The Brick Festival celebrates all things LEGO! With amazing creations to see, activities and
competitions to take part in and traders selling rare, retired and new sets, loose bricks and
minifigures & accessories plus a dedicated building area, it's a fun day out for fans of all ages.

Early Entry is from 10am; £13 per person. Early Entry includes an exciting extra hour of LEGO
fun and a free LEGO gift for every Early Entry ticket holder!

Standard Entry is from the time indicated in the ticket description; Adults £8, Children £6,
Family Ticket (2 Adults, 2 Children) £20. Under 5s gain admission for free (they DO NOT need a
ticket) with a paying adult.

Carers do not require a ticket, they gain free entry with a ticket holder who requires assistance.

Please note: Only Early Bird Entry gains access from 10am. All Standard tickets gain entry to the
show from the time indicated in the ticket description.

Book your tickets now to guarantee your preferred time slot....

Saturday 11th July 2026; 10am-4pm
The King’s Centre, Osney Mead, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX2 OES

Tickets - www.OxfordBrickFestival.com
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® BOOK TICKETS: https://thomley.org.uk/events/accessival-festival-2026/

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortbreaks to keep up to date with

community short breaks for disabled children in Oxfordshire

¢f abed


https://thomley.org.uk/events/accessival-festival-2026/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHhyMIA1Ea2unQCUIvsm2225289nCmMj5ujOx2Oal5UHu9c6teeWTSV4AFMLT_aem_mR3teuoHYewFTCpODOfodw

Jun 2026

Short Breaks Update for Families with Disabled

Children and Young People

Please book by emailing:- learning@hsm.ox.ac.uk
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To secure a place, please email - learntrabike@gmail.com
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** SAVE THE DATE **

We're starting to put plans in place for our 2026 Regatta.
Put the date in your diary - it is slightly later this year...
12th September 2026.
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If your relative with a learning disability is unable to make decisions about their health or finances,
you may need to consider legal support. Some of the things they will cover include:

When to apply for a Lasting Power of Attorney; How to become a deputy through the Court of
Protection and the responsibilities involved in each role.

You may not always need formal legal arrangements but understanding your options helps you
make the right decisions to support and protect your relative’s future.

This will be an online event. The event is free but booking is essential. You can do this by scanning
the QR code or booking through eventbrite.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/.../office-of-the-public...
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